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THE TOWEL WEARERS
by Ray C. Stedman

These next few weeks we will be studying the passage knoWmeadpper Room Discourse the Gospel of

John, Chapters 13 through 17. This passage takes us into the intimate thoughts of Jesus just before the
crucifixion. Some have called this the holy of holies of Scripture. That is, if you think of Scripture as a temple,
then this is the sanctuary, in which you come into the very presence of God himself. By means of his words 1
his disciples, we are permitted here to enter into the thinking and emotions of Jesus just before his own
crucifixion. Within hours of this event194 Ta swc 199.98 545.:.0Dthe v 4n7.04.996 . Some have cd 49 GodT"
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of a slave, girding himself with a towel.

"Then he poured water into a basin," just as in a few hours he was to pour out his own blood in death, the
blood which would be for the cleansing of human defilement, of human guilt of every kind and source. So he
pours water into the basin as a picture of that.

Then he "began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which he was girded,"
picturing the very act of applying the cleansing of his own blood to human lives. And if you skip to Verse 12
you have the end of the parable. "When he had washed their feet, and taken his garments," he "resumed his
place," just as the writer of Hebrews records for us that "When he had made purification for sins, he sat dow
at the right hand of the Majesty on high,” {Heb 1:3 RSV}. Thus you have this remarkable, beautiful parable
worked out for us, teaching us the meaning of his whole ministry.
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{John 13:9 RSV}

"Lord, if that's the case, then by all means -- not my feet only but also my hands and my head!" In other
words, he asked for a bath. Jesus had said earlier, "What | do now you don't understand." Peter proved in ji
a moment or two that he didn't understand what was happening. So Jesus corrects him again:

Jesus said to him, "He who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but he
is clean all over;" {John 13:10a RSV}

And in those words he gives us a beautiful explanation of the process of salvation. It begins with a bath. That
initial coming to Christ, in which we take the place of bankruptcy before him, coming without any vestige of
our own righteousness to offer, and allowing him to cleanse us, is likened to a bath in which we are washed :
over, completely, from head to foot. Jesus of course is alluding to a very common social practice in those
days. It was the custom to take a bath before you went out to a meal. But in walking through the dirty streets
of the city with sandals on, your feet would be defiled. And so when you arrived as a guest, a servant would
wash your feet. But you would not need to repeat the bath.

So Jesus is saying, "When you first come to me, you are bathed, you are clean all over." This is what the
Bible calls "justification by faith." It is a washing away of all the guilt, all the defilement, and all the evil and

sin of the entire life -- past, present, and future. But as you walk through life, Jesus knows, there will be
defilement contracted in the feet, in the walk, and that needs to be washed away. Thus he teaches us that no
only do we need that initial never-to-be-repeated cleansing, which washes us as a bath; but we need also the
many-times-repeated experience of forgiveness, of coming to Christ for the cleansing away of the defilement
of our walk, and being forgiven again and again and again, over and over again. It is this which determines
that we have a part with him.

In other words, the enjoyment of our relationship with Christ is lost when we are temporarily defiled by
wrongdoing, by guilt and by sin, by attitudes which are wrong in our life. We lose the enjoyment of our
relationship with him. His attitude toward us doesn't change, but our attitude toward him does. That is why
we are taught all through the Scriptures, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness," {1 Jn 1:9 KJV}. And the moment we do so we are renewed,
i.e., that original cleansing is renewed to us, and we feel that cleansing once again -- the washing, the
restoration, the renewing of our spirits, the lifting up of the vitality of our spiritual lives -- and we go on again,
restored. Every believer has experienced this, but Jesus makes it clear to Peter.

And Peter's error is still being repeated today. There are those who, like him, refuse to have Jesus wash thei
feet. They are rejecting the indispensable requisite for enjoying their relationship with Christ. When people
refuse to let Jesus wash their feet, as he said, they lose that sense of partnership with him.

On the other hand, there are those who, like Peter, feel that they need a bath all over again when they sin, th
they have lost their salvation and that somehow they have to start all over in their Christian experience. Every
now and then | run into people who are laboring under that delusion, who think that they need to be born, no
only again, but again and again and again, as though the Holy Spirit had stuttered when he said,
"regeneration,” and had made it, "re-re-re-re-regeneration!" But Jesus teaches us by this whole process that
only one bath is needed. This is reflected in the truth of baptism. You are baptized once, as the initial act. But
the Lord's Supper reflects the washing of the feet, the need for the cleansing again and again through life frol
the defilement and the guilt of sin.

In the closing portion of this section of the passage, through Verse 20, our Lord explains what he has done,
and you see here the example of Jesus standing contrast to that of Judas. Let's look first at Verses 12-17:

When he had washed their feet, and taken his garments, and resumed his place, he said to
them, "Do you know what | have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord; and you

are right, for so | am. If | then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
ought to wash one another's feet. For | have given you an example, that you also should
do as | have done to you. Truly, truly, | say to you, a servant is not greater than his

Page: 4



master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. If you know these things,
blessed are you if you do them." {John 13:12-17 RSV}

In those words Jesus is explaining the meaning of what he is doing. He begins again with his own authority.
"You call me Teacher and Lord; and you are right. | am your teacher, | am your Lord -- your teacher, with the
right to instruct you; your Lord, with the right to command you." He acknowledges his own claims before
them, asserts that he has this right in their lives. But his argument is, "If I, then, with this acknowledged
position of authority in your lives, have washed your feet, then you also are to wash one another's feet."

Now, what does he mean when he says that we ought to wash one another's feet? Some Christians have ta
this very literally and have thought that our Lord was here instituting another sacrament, along with baptism
and the Lord's Supper. And you will occasionally find groups of Christians who, very sincerely, have what
they call "foot-washing services," when they wash one another's feet. | attended one of these services on on
occasion, and | noted that those who came were very careful to wash their own feet beforehand. They would
never have thought of coming with dirty feet to a footwashing service! But Jesus washed the dirty feet of his
disciples, without any opportunity for preparation on their part. He took the role of the servant to that degree.

No, Jesus is not giving us another sacrament to follow here, not another mere ceremony to go through, whic
really is meaningless because it doesn't reflect what was originally in view. But what he means is that just as
we need the cleansing and forgiveness of our Lord in order to maintain the sense of unity and refreshment of
spirit in our Christian life, so we need to forgive one another, to extend to one another free forgiveness for
guilt and for the injury that we may do to one another. We are to be, in the words of Paul, "tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, even as God, for Christ's sake, has forgiven us," {cf, Eph 4:32 KJV}. This is what
Jesus taught us in the Lord's Prayer, isn't? "Forgive us our trespasses, even as we forgive those who have
trespassed against us," {cf, Matt 6:12}. He is exhorting Christians to forgive each other, and his authority to
do so is based upon his own example.
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so righteously holier-than-thou, so remote from this whole dirty proposition, so above it all. They come with
this frigid, freezing water and they want to wash your feet. Nobody will allow it under those conditions. And
some, unfortunately, try to do it without water at all' They come and dry clean your feet; they scrape them free
of their dirt. Have you ever had anyone do that to you? They come and give you a piece of their mind, just tea
into you. What they say may be true, but there is no water of love at all, nothing to wash it gently away, only ¢
rigid insistence upon scraping away the dirt and the skin along with it. But our Lord insists that we wash one
another's feet in love. This is the manifestation that he loved his disciples, and he loved them to the end.

Notice the promised results: "If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them." That is, this is the
secret of maintaining harmony among Christians, in a Christian family and in the larger family of the church.

A number of months ago a young man came to me from another church in this area. He was greatly distresst
He had found that one of the outstanding young laymen of the church, who had been appointed as a sponso
of the youth group of that church, was guilty of immorality with a young girl. This was threatening his
marriage. And rumors of it had spread among the young people, so that the whole church was beginning to
stir. It looked like a terrible disaster, a tragic occurrence that would split the church when it all came to light.
This troubled young man asked me, "What should | do?" | said, "Well, you've been given guidelines in the
Scriptures as to what to do. '‘Go to your brother and tell him his fault, between you and him alone; if he shall
hear you, you have gained your brother.™ (That is washing his feet.)

So he went back, and in a few weeks | got a letter from him. He said, "I took your advice. | went to him and
simply told him what I knew. And I told him in love. | didn't try to destroy him. | didn't try to condemn him. |
understood the pressures, the passions which moved him to this wrongdoing, and | loved him. But I told him
what was happening in the congregation, and that what he had done was wrong. He acknowledged it, and
together we went to the leaders of the church and laid the whole matter before them. The result has been that
this man has voluntarily left his ministry for awhile, until all this is straightened out in his life. But he himself
has been healed, and his marriage has been saved and restored. And the church has been strengthened by
this, rather than spllt This is what Jesus means when he says, "If you know these things, blessed are you |
you do them."

The last part of the paragraph presents the contrast provided by Judas. Jesus says,

"I am not speaking of you all; | know whom | have chosen; it is that the scripture may
be fulfilled, 'He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.' | tell you this now,
before it takes place, that when it does take place you may believe that | am he. Truly,
truly, 1 say to you, he who receives any one whom | send receives me; and he who
receives me receives him who sent me." {John 13:18-20 RSV}

The contrast here is between the knowledge of Jesus, and the ignorant unbelief of Judas. Jesus knew what
was happening. He walked in the light of the Scriptures. He knew from the Scriptures what the events of this
last week would be. He knew from the Scriptures that one among those close to him would betray him, and h
knew from the beginning which one it would be. But Judas didn't know that. Judas was ignorantly following
the avarice and greed of his own heart, and he was resisting every effort Jesus made to reach him. Now he
was on the very verge of that final act of rejection which would plunge him over the precipice into utter and
complete disaster.

In the very next paragraph you see that described -- how he took the sop from Jesus' hand, and that was the
final chance he had. When he did, Satan entered into him, and Judas was no longer his own master in any
degree at all. But Jesus indicates that he understands what will happen. He says, "I'm telling you this before
happens, so when it does, you will know | am the one this Scripture describes. | am the one the Psalm is
speaking about.” Judas, on the other hand, was utterly ignorant. He didn't know what was happening to hirmr
or how he had fallen into Satan's snare, and now was at the very brink of disaster. As you read this account
you can see how these two stand opposed one to another. Jesus sacrificed himself in order to save his
disciples; Judas sacrificed Jesus in order to save himself. Those two philosophies dominate the world today.

In this final appeal, Jesus is directing a word to the holders of the two basic attitudes present, "Truly, truly, |
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say to you, he who receives any one whom | send receives me." That is a word to the disciples, and to us, tl
when someone comes to us to wash our feet, to help us with some problem of sin or error in our life, we are
remember that this person is sent by Jesus. Therefore it is Jesus himself who is standing before us. It is he
who is offering to wash our feet. And we are not to resent this kind of ministry on the part of others. We are
not to say, "You have no right to come to me. This is my own private affair; you have nothing to do with it."
But we are to remember that "He who receives any one whom | send," Jesus says, "receives me." Let us nc
like Peter, fall into the error of rejecting the indispensable ministry of cleansing which Jesus offers.

The last word was addressed to Judas: "And he who receives me receives him who sent me." That is, he
receives the Father himself, God the Father. And there is no other way to the Father but by Jesus. This is the
truth Jesus declares again and again, and it is the great truth which Judas sought to circumvent. He tried to
relate to God without accepting Jesus. He tried to live his life before God without relating at all to the ministry
and the salvation offered by Jesus.

There are many like that today, who, like Judas, are stumbling blindly on, not realizing that they are facing the
most important crisis of their life, and that only Jesus can bring them to God. Jesus said so himself in
Chapter 14, just a page or two further on: "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the
Father, but by me,” {John 14:6}. This was Jesus' last-ditch stand to reach Judas before it was too late, and |
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chapters of John. We have only recently started looking at these last words of Jesus before the cross. Here |
this thirteenth chapter we have a fascinating account of the understanding of Jesus of all the events which led
his death.

Remember how John opens this chapter, saying that Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of the
world and to go to the Father. And he knew that the Father had given all things into his hands. All power in
heaven and earth was placed in his hands. Therefore he was, in a sense, directing his own death. He was ir
charge of the events. Rather than being a helpless victim of events over which he had no control, he was
himself determining them as they went along.

You remember how, in the Garden, when the soldiers came to get him, Jesus so spoke to them that they all 1
backward upon the ground. You wonder, in reading that, just who was in charge. He gave orders to the
soldiers to dismiss the rest of the apostles and let them go, and the soldiers obeyed. He was in command
throughout all this amazing series of events.

Then, Jesus knew of the strife and pride among his disciples as he entered the room. He knew that they wer
guarreling among themselves as to who would be the greatest in his kingdom. This drew forth his remarkable
teaching evidenced in the footwashing. He taught them the lessons of humility and of the need for cleansing
from the sin of pride and hostility toward one another.

In the closing part of this chapter, beginning with Verse 21, we have three movements.

e First, you can see how Jesus knew and understood the hostility of Judas, which would lead to his
betrayal of Jesus, and to the death of both Judas and Jesus -- one by suicide, one by crucifixion.

e Then, he knew the weakness of Peter. That comes in at the end of the chapter. He understood what
Peter had within him, and that this would lead to his three-fold denial and his cursing.

e In between, you have a great but brief section in which it is evident that our Lord knew the principle of
glory, the means by which glory is achieved -- the principle which Judas rejected. And he also
understood the power of love, a principle of which Peter was ignorant. This would be the radical
secret that he would loose upon the world.

So there is the outline of the section we will go through this morning.
Let's take first the incident of Judas and Jesus together, beginning with Verse 21.:

When Jesus had thus spoken, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, "Truly, truly, | say
to you, one of you will betray me." The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of
whom he spoke. One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was lying close to the breast
of Jesus; so Simon Peter beckoned to him and said, "Tell us who it is of whom he
speaks. " So lying thus, close to the breast of Jesus, he said to him, "Lord, who is it?"
Jesus answered, "It is he to whom | shall give this morsel when | have dipped it." So
when he had dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. {John
13:21-26 RSV}

John sets this account against the background of the distress of Jesus. He said that when Jesus had spokel
after the footwashing, and had recognized what Judas was, he was "troubled in spirit." The Greek word
means that he was "deeply agitated,” he was grieved, hurt. Going to the cross was not an easy thing for Jes
to do. If we think of him as being unmoved through this whole circumstance, of speaking with poise and an
untroubled spirit, we are wrong, because Jesus was deeply disturbed at this point. It grieved him that he wou
face this perfidy and treachery in Judas. He had just quoted from the 41st Psalm the verse in which David ha
said, "He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me," {Psa 41:9b RSV}. In the mind of Jesus this was
what Judas was about to do. The phrase, "he has lifted his heel against me" is a word-picture of a companiol
who, without warning, for no reason, suddenly turns around, lifts his heel, and kicks you in the face. You car
imagine how stunning that would be. Thus Jesus is greatly troubled as he anticipates this action of Judas, ar
he feels it with full force as an act of callous betrayal by one whom he had loved and trusted.
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Now, Jesus knew that it was coming. This is made clear in many accounts. As far back as the sixth chapter ¢
John we are told that Jesus said, "Have | not chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil?" {cf, John 6:70}.
He had known all along that one of his own disciples would betray him, because the Scriptures had said so.
And he knew which one it was, yet nevertheless at this point, when Judas is actually on the verge of doing
this, it hits with tremendous impact upon Jesus' heart, and he is grieved and hurt and distressed and trouble

For he knew that the story of Judas was one of increasing greed. He had traced it. If you put together the ma
little references to Judas in the Scriptures you can see what was happening to this man. It begins to take sha
When he first joined the twelve he evidently was a sincere, dedicated follower. He had a good business head
and a reputation for honesty. Therefore he was chosen to be the treasurer of the twelve. He was given charg
of the money box. This indicated that the other disciples had confidence in him, and that he had a reputation f
honesty. You never elect a treasurer who doesn't show some indication of being able to handle money
properly. (I have always been surprised and disturbed that | have never been elected treasurer of anything!)
But Judas was elected treasurer of the apostolic band.

When he had joined, he evidently had seen in Jesus the chance to fulfill his dream. Judas believed that Jesu:
was the fulfillment of the prophecies concerning the coming Messiah who would deliver Israel from its
bondage and make it the head of the nations of the earth. He believed that world government would flow from
Jerusalem. There were all the great passages of the Old Testament which spoke of this. And Judas, like othe
Jews, had read all the wonderful passages of glory, but had ignored those which dealt with the suffering
Messiah. So he joined the band with the anticipation that he would be in the inner circle. And as you put the
story together you can see that he began to think of himself in these terms.

But when Jesus began to speak about the cross, and when Judas saw him offending the leaders of the Jew
and he saw the growing opposition of the Pharisees toward Jesus, Judas knew that his dream was fading, &
he became inwardly resentful and bitter against Jesus. Finally he took matters into his own hands. John tells
in the previous chapter, in Verse 6, that Judas had begun to steal money out of the money box. In the story
Mary, who wiped Jesus' feet with the ointment, John says, beginning with Verse 4,

But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was to betray him), said, "Why was this
ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?" This he said, not that
he cared for the poor but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box he used to
take what was put into it. {John 12:4-6 RSV}

So for some time Judas had been stealing out of the treasury. What for? Well, as you put the story together,
is evident that he had contracted to buy a piece of property, evidently a parcel nearby Jerusalem, in a fine
location, which he thought would be a good spot to build on when the kingdom came. He had purchased it fc
himself. He was, in other words, feathering his own nest, utilizing the opportunity of being treasurer of the
band to take the money for this purpose. As the hatred of Jesus by the Jews grew, and Judas saw that the ti
was approaching when an inevitable climax must ensue, he grew impatient. Lacking thirty pieces of silver to
complete his purchase, he went to the high priest and made a deal with him to betray Jesus for the money
needed to purchase the property. Later, when the money was brought back by Judas and flung at their feet,
priests took it and went out and finished the payment, bought the property, and called it the Field of Blood,
because it was there that Judas had hanged himself.

Jesus knew that it was covetousness, avarice, greed, hunger for worldly enjoyment that was motivating Jud:
And yet Jesus was grieved and hurt, because he knew that the callous selfishness of Judas had come about
only by his repeated rejection of Jesus' love. You can't read the story of these two men without seeing how
consistently Jesus tried to reach Judas. Even here at the last supper it is apparent.

h f i n e
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adjoining couch to the right was John the Apostle. He always refers to himself as "that disciple whom Jesus
loved.” As he tells us here, he was sitting close to the breast of Jesus. His head would have been right at
Jesus' chest-level because of the arrangement of the couches. And on the other side, the left side of Jesus,
which, incidentally, was the place of honor, was Judas. And Jesus' head would have been at Judas' breast
John's head was at Jesus'. This arrangement made it possible for these to carry on an intimate conversatior
unheard by the others. Only that table arrangement explains what happened here at the last supper.

This gesture of giving the place of honor to Judas was Jesus' last attempt to try to reach this man's heart.
Another mark of honor which Jesus bestowed was the giving of this little morsel. It was a custom of the Jews
to do this, to break off a piece of bread or a bit of meat, dip it in juice, and hand it to a favored guest -- much &
we propose a toast in someone's honor at a banquet today. Jesus took the bread and dipped it in the gravy :
gave it to Judas in the presence of all the disciples. Only John heard Jesus say that this would mark the
betrayer. So, when Jesus gave this morsel to Judas he was honoring him in the presence of the other discip

And yet never once in all the time that Judas had been with Jesus is there any record that he ever relented an
allowed Jesus to love him. He never opened up, never admitted what he was thinking. He never responded
Jesus' love in the least degree, but increasingly he kept up a false front, a phony facade. Now at last, despit:
all the efforts of Jesus to reach him, he has "lifted up his heel" against him and kicked him right in the face. S«
we come to the last note of this tragic sequence, showing the increasing grip of evil on Judas, beginning with
Verse 27:

Then after the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, "What you are going to
do, do quickly." Now no one at the table knew why he had said this to him. Some
thought that, because Judas had the money box, Jesus was telling him, "Buy what we
need for the feast"; or, that he should give something to the poor. So, after receiving the
morsel, he immediately went out; and it was night. {John 13:27-30 RSV}

You remember that the chapter began with satanic influence upon Judas. In Verse 2 John says, "And during
supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him," {John
13:2 RSV}. There you see that Judas' greed had given the devil an opportunity. When we resist God's love
and follow a determined march toward evil, it gives the devil opportunity. And he had the opportunity to
implant thoughts in Judas' heart which would take deep root immediately. So he had already put it into Judas
heart to betray Jesus; the deal had been arranged.

But Judas still had a chance to retreat. Jesus would never have tried to reach him had he not still had an
opportunity to recover at this point. When Jesus gave him the morsel, and Judas took it and ate it without a
word or a sign of repentance or remorse, he passed the point of no return.

wTe him the morsel, and Judas took it and ateote it without awTe at hearmorsebeginnintlready sotel,es -0.(
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quickly! And the final word of John is, "he immediately went out; and it was night." John very likely is
thinking in the same terms as the words he later would write in his first epistle: "If we walk in the light, as he
is in the light..." -- if we walk out where our lives are open, where we don't try to hide anything, where our
sin and our failure and our weakness is all there before God, but we don't try to justify it or to hide it, but we
expose it -- "If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, ... the blood of Jesus, God's Son, cleanses us from
all sin,” {cf, 1 Jn 1:7}. But if we turn from the light, turn our backs on Jesus and walk away, determined to
do our own will, we walk into darkness, into night. And it is Jude, one of the brothers of Jesus, who later
records that there are those who are like "wandering stars, for whom the nether gloom of darkness has been
reserved forever," {Jude 1:13 RSV}.

So Judas leaves, and Jesus now turns to his disciples. And he shares with them great truth that he was unal
to share while the traitor was present:

When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of man is glorified, and in him God is
glorified; if God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify

him at once. Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me; and as |
said to the Jews so now | say to you, 'Where | am going you cannot come." A new
commandment | give to you, that you love one another; even as | have loved you, that
you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another." {John 13:31-35 RSV}

Here in this brief passage is the key to the rest of the chapters of this discourse. Chapters 14 through 17 all
flow out of these words here. Jesus states an old principle, and gives a new commandment. The old principle
IS in these words: "Now is the Son of man glorified, and in him God is glorified; if God is glorified in him,

God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once." Notice the stress on glory. This is the secret of
glory, the principle by which we achieve glory. Glory is the recognition of who you really are. This is
something we all long for. We are all striving for glory. We want to be recognized; we want people to know
us. We long to be seen, to become the center of attention. We all want people to think highly of us. This is
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the revolutionary beside him, and prayed for his enemies. And previously, in Pilate's hall, he had looked at
Peter with compassion when Peter had denied him. And you see the love and concern of his heart as he care
for his mother -- the last thing he did before he died -- committing her into the hands of John.

And there is that strange, unfathomable mystery of his work -- how he could be at once the sacrifice being
offered, and the priest offering the blood before the Father? How he could be both the victim of man's sin, of
man's hatred and cruelty and guilt and, at the same time, be the victor over all the forces of darkness and hel
and death, over the principalities and powers whom he took and nailed to the cross? We never can fully
understand it, but there is the glory of Jesus -- all hidden there in the cross of Christ.

And God was glorified in him. That is the second thing, he said. The cross not only reveals Jesus but it reves
the Father -- all the truth about the Father. The strange idea has arisen among Christians, | have found, that
Jesus is the innocent sufferer, placating the wrath of a terribly angry God who is ready to smite humanity. Bu
that is not the biblical view. The Bible says, "God was in Christ reconciling the world himself,” {2 Cor 5:19
RSV}. You see in the cross the holiness and the justice of God. Isaiah says, "It pleased Jehovah to bruise hi
he has put him to grief. He has made his soul an offering for sin," {cf, Isa 53:10}. There you see the power
and the sovereignty of God. Peter, on the day of Pentecost, could say, "Jesus was delivered up [to be
crucified] according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God," {cf, Acts 2:23}. He was in charge of the
events. There you see the mercy and the love and grace of the Father. As Paul writes to the Romans, "He w
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It has always been the will of God to saturate the common clay of a man's humanity, and then to send that
man in open display into a hostile world as a living testimony that it is possible for the invisible God to make
himself visible in a man.

"By this shall all men know that you are my disciples, if you have love one for
another." {John 13:35}

Now we will take just a quick look at the closing scene with Peter and Jesus:

Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, where are you going? " Jesus answered, "Where | am
going you cannot follow me now; but you shall follow afterward." Peter said to him,

"Lord, why cannot | follow you now? | will lay down my life for you." Jesus answered,
"Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, |1 say to you, the cock will not crow,
till you have denied me three times." {John 13:36-38 RSV}

Judas betrayed Jesus; Peter denied his Lord. What is the difference between these two men? What is the
difference between betrayal and denial?

Jesus himself has